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Department of Energy § 1015.4

by completion of those procedures.
Amounts recovered by administrative
offset found not to be owed to DOE
shall be promptly refunded.

(e) At any time during the collection
cycle, DOE may take any of the ac-
tions authorized under this section or
under the Federal Claims Collection
Standards. These actions include, but
are not limited to, reports to credit bu-
reaus, referrals to collection agencies,
termination of contract, debarment,
and administrative offset, as author-
ized in 31 U.S.C. 3701–3719.

[53 FR 24624, June 29, 1988; 53 FR 27798, July
22, 1988]

§ 1015.4 Interest, administrative
charges, and penalty charges.

(a) DOE shall assess interest on un-
paid claims at the rate of the current
value of funds to the Treasury as pre-
scribed by the Secretary of the Treas-
ury on the date the computation of in-
terest begins unless a higher rate of in-
terest is necessary to protect the inter-
ests of the Government. DOE shall as-
sess administrative charges to cover
the costs of processing and handling
overdue claims. Administrative
charges will be assessed concurrent
with the interest assessment and will
be based on actual costs incurred or an
average of additional costs incurred in
processing and handling claims in simi-
lar stages of delinquency. DOE shall as-
sess penalty charges of six percent a
year on any part of a debt more than 90
days past due. Such assessment will be
retroactive to the first day the debt be-
came delinquent. The imposition of in-
terest, administrative charges, and
penalty charges is made in accordance
with 31 U.S.C. 3717.

(b) Interest will be computed from
the date the initial demand is mailed,
hand-delivered, or otherwise transmit-
ted to the debtor. If the claim or any
portion thereof is paid within 30 days
after the date on which interest began
to accrue, the associated interest shall
be waived. This period for waiver of in-
terest may be extended in individual
cases if there is good cause to do so and
it is in the public interest. Interest will
only be computed on the principal of
the claim and the interest rate will re-
main fixed for the duration of the in-
debtedness, except where a debtor has

defaulted on a repayment agreement
and seeks to enter into a new agree-
ment. A new rate which reflects at a
minimum the current value of funds to
the Treasury at the time the new
agreement is executed may be set, if
applicable, and interest on interest and
related charges may be charged where
the debtor has defaulted on a previous
repayment agreement. Charges which
accrued but were not collected under
the defaulted agreement shall be added
to the principal to be paid under the
new repayment schedule.

(c) DOE may waive interest, adminis-
trative charges, or penalty charges if it
finds that one or more of the following
conditions exist:

(1) The debtor is unable to pay any
significant sum toward the claim with-
in a reasonable period of time;

(2) Collection of interest, administra-
tive charges, or penalty charges will
jeopardize collection of the principal of
the claim; or

(3) It is otherwise in the best inter-
ests of the United States, including the
situation in which an offset or install-
ment payment agreement is in effect.

(d) Exemptions. (1) The provisions of
31 U.S.C. 3717 do not apply:

(i) To debts owed by any State or
local government;

(ii) To debts arising under contracts
which were executed prior to, and were
in effect on (i.e., were not completed as
of) October 25, 1982;

(iii) To debts where an applicable
statute, regulation required by statute,
loan agreement, or contract either pro-
hibits such charges or explicitly fixes
the charges that apply to the debts in-
volved; or

(iv) Debts arising under the Social
Security Act, the Internal Revenue
Code of 1954, or the tariff laws of the
United States.

(2) DOE may, however, assess inter-
est and related charges on debts which
are not subject to 31 U.S.C. 3717 to the
extent authorized under the common
law or other applicable statutory au-
thority.

[53 FR 24624, June 29, 1988; 53 FR 27798, July
22, 1988]
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